Blakeley Bears

Nursery Information

Welcome...
We would like to warmly welcome you and your child to Blakeley Bears
Nursery. This information booklet is designed to give you an outline of our
Nursery and what we can offer you and your child. We hope that you will
find the information in this pack useful.
We offer:


A safe nurturing environment



Fully qualified, professional staff



A warm and friendly atmosphere



Both funded and independent places



Wrap around care 7.30 am - 5:30 pm



A nurturing and safe learning environment



Extensive outdoor space to explore



A service that promotes equality and values diversity.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.
Head teacher: Miss Laura Richards
Deputy head: Mrs Sam Hood
Special educational needs coordinator: Mrs Charlotte Tong
Nursery Teacher & Early Years Leader: Mrs Rachel Cotterill
Nursery Practitioners: Mrs Sarah Lloyd & Miss Alex Cole

Our aim is to provide a
stimulating, caring and safe environment

for children to learn through
exploration and play.

Blakeley Bears Nursery, Blakeley Heath Primary School,
Sytch Lane, Wombourne, WV5 0JR
01902 893400 office@blakeleyheath.staffs.sch.uk

Meet the team
Mrs Cotterill

Rachel Pic

Nursery Teacher
Early Years Leader
BA Hons Primary Education
with QTS

Sarah Pic

Mrs Lloyd
NNEB

Early Years Practitioner
Paediatric First Aid
Food Hygiene

Mrs Lloyd
Cache Level 3
Early Years Practitioner
Paediatric First Aid
Food Hygiene

Alex Pic

Medical form & Food tasting
Please complete the medical and food tasting forms so that we are able to identify your
child if they have medical needs or allergies. If your child has asthma or allergies, you will
also be asked to complete an additional Health Record Form, which can be obtained from
the school office. Inhalers need to be labelled and sent into school on the first day.

Medication
We are unable to administer medicines or therapeutic procedures to children; this is the
responsibility of parents or qualified medical practitioners. However we are able to administer prescribed medication by the doctor if a signed Medication Form has been received.
This form can be obtained from the school office. Medication cannot be administered
without a form being completed. There will always be a paediatric first aider availble in
Early Years area and school.

Safeguarding Children
At our school, the health, safety and wellbeing of every child is our paramount concern.
Our designated safeguarding leads are: Miss Richards, Mrs Hood & Mrs Cotterill.
Please see our Safeguarding policy for further information.

Inclusion and Special Educational Needs
At Blakeley Bears, we are a fully inclusive Nursery which provides the best outcomes for
all of our children. Sometimes our children need a helping hand through their learning

journey and we provide targeted support in order for them to achieve their full potential. We provide a wide range of opportunities for our children to learn and develop
through individual practical experience and small group intervention. Please book an
appointment with our SEN and Inclusion Leader - Mrs Tong for further details. We also
work closely with our local team of speech and language therapists.

Settling in sessions…

Joining Blakeley Bears

Every child who is offered a place at Blakeley Bears is invited to join us for a
session before they officially start. This is an opportunity for your child to
familiarise themselves with the environment, the staff and children who they will
be sharing their Blakeley Bears adventure with! We like to get to know your child
and help them to feel comfortable and confident about starting Nursery.
The situation with Covid-19 and social distancing guidance has meant we have had
to review our transition sessions we offer new Nursery children. We have now
planned sessions for September:


Tuesday 1st September – 1.00pm to 3.00pm – Children and parents to stay
and play. This is a flexible session where you can arrive and leave at any time
during the afternoon.



Wednesday 2nd September – 9.30am to 11.30am – Children to stay and play



Thursday 3rd September – Booked hours start.

What does my child
need to bring?


A suitable clearly labelled coat



A labelled drinks bottle



Hat/ sun cream (Summer)



Wellingtons (Rainy days)



Packed lunch (if your child is staying for lunch and bringing
their own)



A labelled pump bag to leave on your child’s peg with spare
clothes, pants, wipes, nappy sacks etc.



A labelled pump bag with a small cushion and blanket ONLY if
you wish your child to have a nap. It is not needed if your
child no longer needs an additional daytime sleep.

Please note, we do not have room for backpacks and discourage
any extra items that are not needed into nursery in order to follow
Covid safety guidelines.

Your child's 1st day
On your child’s first day you will be greeted by a member of staff at the door. They will be
available to support both yourself and your child as we understand that for both parent and
child this can be a stressful time. Please feel free to contact us during the session on 01902
893400 if you are at all concerned.

The doors open at 8.50 am and close at 9am. Please drop off your child at the
Nursery classroom OUTSIDE door through the top gates where Nursery staff
will greet them and will be available to take any messages or queries you may
belongings away before sitting on their registration carpet with a member of
staff. If you arrive after the school gates have been locked at 9am please go
to the main entrance where your child will be registered by a member of the
office staff and taken to Nursery. If you need to collect your child early or take
them out for an appointment you would also need to go to the main entrance

Picking up...

area.

Dropping off...

have. Your child will hang up their own coat on their peg and put their own

Collect your child from the Nursery classroom OUTSIDE door at the end of
your session (11.50am or 3.25pm). For your child’s own safety they will only
be allowed home with people named on the ‘collection form’ unless Nursey
have been informed in advance of any alternative arrangements. If we are
ever unsure we will always contact you to double check before allowing your
child to leave our care. Should an emergency arise where parents are unable
to collect their child please telephone the school and advise staff of the
arrangements that have been made for collection of your child. No under
14’s allowed to collect. Please do not bring dogs onto the school grounds.

Uniform
We believe that wearing our school uniform encourages a
sense of community, belonging and pride in our school.
You can get the jumper and cardigan with the logo on from
Abiss in Wombourne Village.

Our school uniform consists of:

Girls Uniform


Grey skirt / trousers / pinafore dress



Pale blue polo shirt



Royal blue cardigan



White or grey socks/tights



Blue and white dress (Summer)



Sensible black shoes

Boys Uniform


Long grey trousers



Pale blue polo shirt



Royal blue ‘V’ neck sweater



White or grey socks



Short grey trousers (Summer)



Sensible black shoes

A typical day for Nursery children
8.50am Morning Nursery session begins
11.50am Morning Nursery Session ends
11.50am—12.25pm Lunchtime
12.25– 3.25pm Afternoon Nursery session begins
3.25pm Afternoon Nursery session ends

Lunch
Children who attend Nursery all week will be charged £3.50 per lunchtime
session. All children can stay for lunch if they wish, this can be pre-booked
onto to a morning or afternoon session at the cost of £3.50. Children can
bring their own packed lunch or have a school meal at the cost of an
additional £2.20. School meals are prepared on the school site in our
kitchen, children have the option to choose a hot meal or sandwich grab bag.
Nursery staff supervise lunch whilst the children are eating in the dining hall.

Healthy snacks
The children will also have a free daily fruit or snack option during their
Nursery session. Please send your child with a labelled water bottle, which
can be topped up throughout the session. Your child is also entitled to free
milk to have alongside their snack.

Learning Journey
We create individual learning journeys for your child through the use of
educational software called ‘Tapestry’. By logging on with a secure username and
password you will be able to view all your child’s observations, photographs and
even videos of their time in Nursery. You will also be able to add your own
photos and comments about what your child is learning at home. You will need
to read and sign the ‘Tapestry user agreement’ that is included in the information
pack.

Communication with staff
Nursery staff are available on the entrance door every morning to take messages
or answer quick questions. We have an ‘open door policy’ where you are welcome to speak to a member of staff or head teacher when required please make
an appointment at the office. If your child attends before or after school club or
you have family members that collect your child, you are more than welcome to
contact the staff via the office on 01902 893400 to ask any questions or air
concerns. We can also set up a home-school communication book that can be
used to jot down any messages if you do not regularly collect your child from
Nursery.

Website and Facebook
Please keep an eye out on our school website and Facebook page for regular
updates and photographs. We never publish photographs of children without
permission. https://www.blakeleyheath.staffs.sch.uk/

Outdoor learning
Outdoor learning is so important in the Early Years Foundation Stage. Outdoor
play develops skills in self-awareness, communication and social skills, independ-

ence, self-esteem and confidence. We are very lucky to have so much outdoor
space at Blakeley Bears. Nursery provides pupils with waterproof dungarees, and
waterproof rain coats but you can also send in your child’s own waterproof suits,
gloves and hats if you wish. Children can also bring their own named wellington
boots. There will be a variety of activities available such as, riding bikes, water
and sand play, den making, bug hunts, performing on stage, small world play,
messy maths plus so much more!

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
In Reception we follow the Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidelines :
https://www.early-education.org.uk/development-matters
Learning opportunities are planned for both indoor and outdoor and are linked
together through topic work which encompasses the seven areas of learning.
Children learn through planned play activities and staff will decide when
child-initiated or adult–led play activities would provide the most effective
learning opportunities. Our planning shows that the principles of EYFS are put
into practice and is always informed by observations that we have made of the
children, in order to understand and consider their current interests,
development and learning needs. All staff who work in Nursery are involved in
this process. The planning within the EYFS is based around topics and the
children’s interests. These plans are used by the EYFS team as a guide for weekly
planning. However, we may alter these in response to the needs and interests of
the children. We will regularly share what your child will be learning about
through the ‘Tapestry online learning journey app’. There will be a parents
meeting during the Autumn term for all new parents to discuss the EYFS
Curriculum and how your child has settled into Nursery.

The Prime Areas:
Communication and Language Development
Physical Development
Personal Social and Emotional Development

The Specific Areas
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design
Characteristics of Effective Learning (CoEL) are different ways in which children
learn for example:

Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a
go’.
Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.
Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas,
make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

Nursery Topics
Autumn 1
I am Special

Autumn 2
Festivals & Light

Spring 1
Bears

Spring 2
Down at the Farm

Summer 1
Wriggly Mini-Beasts

Summer 2
Diving under the Sea

