
Year 3 Science Knowledge Organiser for Spring 

 

Rocks 
 

During this module, the children will learn what a fossil is and how they 
were formed. Children should be given opportunities to observe replicas 
of fossils, as well as pictures, to allow them to group fossils and describe 
their features. Additionally, children will suggest what animals and plants 
in the past may have looked like and compare this to modern-day 
animals and plants. Children will begin a research enquiry to explore how 
fossils are formed. 
 

 

Soils 
 

Children will have opportunities to explore different types of soil, 
such as sandy, clay, peat and chalky soils. They will undertake 
simple practical activities such as closely observing the soils using 
hand lenses and drawing what is seen, sieving the soils to separate 
the larger and smaller matter and adding water to the soil to see if 
any parts float or sink. Testing different types of soil will allow 
children to describe their features and compare them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Light 
 

Children will learn about sources of light. They will explore the difference between natural and artificial sources of 
light and will be given opportunities to sort and group different light sources based on these two categories. In Year 

3, children only need to be able to simply explain how we are able to see objects. They should identify that we 
are able to see an object because light reflects off it, enters our eyes, and the brain processes this information. 
They will learn that a shadow is formed when light is blocked by an opaque object. The vocabulary of “opaque”, 
“transparent” and “translucent” will be used to describe different materials.  
 

 


