
 

  

In this ‘Living Things and Their 
Habitats’ unit you will learn about 
the classification of living things, 

including micro-organisms. You will 
build on your work in Year 4 by 

sorting animals into groups based 
on their similarities and differences.  

You will extend your learning to 
find out about the standard system 
of classification first developed by 

Carl Linnaeus, choosing an animal 
and researching its classification. 
You will have the opportunity to 

design your own ‘curious creature’ 
and classify it based on its 

characteristics.  

You will learn about micro-
organisms and will use play dough 
to create a new single celled micro-

organism and explain how it is 
classified and why.  

Finally, you will put your learning 
into practice by creating a field 

guide to the living things in their 
local area, showing how and why 

each one is classified. You will 
investigate how polar animals keep 

warm in icy cold water. 

 

 

Carl Linnaeus 
Carl Linnaeus was a scientist 
famous for his work in organising, 
or classifying living things into 
groups. This is also known as 
taxonomy. He was born in Sweden 
in 1707. Much of his work is still 
used today.  
When he was young, Linnaeus 
loved nature and especially 
plants. He enjoyed walking with 
his father in the gardens and 
loved to plant the gardens as well. 
He was a smart student but found 
his classes rather boring 
compared to being outside with 
plants. 
Linnaeus went to university then 
medical school, and became a 
doctor in only 2 weeks! He proved 
that in a short time, he knew a 
great deal about medicine. 
He is famous for creating a two-
part naming system binominal 
nomenclature. For 
example, when we 
refer to humans as 
Homo sapiens, we 
are using Linnaeus’  
system of using  
two names. 

Classification 

 

All living things can be classified into one of the five 
kingdoms. Each kingdom can be divided further to 
eventually identify individual species. The main 
characteristics of each of these are shown in the 
table below: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Amphibian A cold-blooded vertebrate animal that compromises frogs, toads, newts, salamanders and caecilians 
Arachnid An animal that has eight legs and a body formed of two parts 
Bird A warm-blooded egg-laying vertebrate animal distinguished by the possession of feathers, wings, a beak and typically able to fly. 
Crustaceans  Mostly live in water with a hard shell and segmented body. 
Habitat The natural home or environment of an animal, plant or other organism. 
Insect A small animal that has six legs and generally one or two pairs of wings. 
Invertebrate An animal lacking a backbone. 
Mammal A warm-blooded vertebrate animal, distinguishable by the possession of hair or fur, females secreting milk for young and typically 

giving birth to live young 
Microorganism A microscopic organism, especially a bacteria, virus or fungus. 
Reptile A vertebrate animal that has dry scaly skin and typically lay soft-shelled eggs on land. 
Vertebrate An animal with possession of a backbone/ spinal column. 

 

Did You Know..? 

 

The organism with the longest scientific name is 
Parastratiosphecomyia stratiosphecomyioides. It is a type 
of fly that is only found in India. 

*** 

In the Linnaean classification system, birds are a class of 
vertebrates. However, some taxonomists think that birds 
are not a separate class, but actually a sub-group of 
dinosaurs! This is because modern DNA analysis indicates 
that birds evolved from a certain species of dinosaur. 

*** 

Micro-organisms have been on Earth longer than any 
other living thing. They lived on Earth before the 
dinosaurs. 


