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Key Vocabulary:

archaeologist – A person who studies the 
lives of people who lived in the past. 
afterlife – A world the ancient Egyptians 
believed they would travel to after death.
curse – A statement or warning supposed 
to inflict harm on someone or something. 
Giza – A place in Egypt where large 
pyramids are the Great Sphinx were built. 
hierarchy – A system where members of a 
society are ranked according to their 
status.
hieroglyphics – A method of writing used 
by the ancient Egyptians that used 
pictures to represent objects, sounds, 
actions and ideas. 
pyramid – A huge, stone tomb built for 
wealthy pharaohs of Egypt. 
ritual – A fixed set of words or actions 
that are performed over time, usually as 
part of a ceremony. 
Rosetta Stone – A stone with Greek and 
Egyptian writing on it, which helped 
historians to unlock and understand the 
code of the hieroglyphics. 
sphinx – A fictional creature with the 
body of a lion and the head of a pharaoh or 
god. 
tomb – A stone structure or underground 
room where someone is buried.
Valley of the Kings – A valley in Egypt 
where many tombs were built. 
vizier – An official who was of high 
importance and served the Pharaoh. 

Geographical Features
Egypt is located in the North-East corner of Africa, and is well-known 
for it’s history and culture. Much of Egypt is now covered in desert and 
there is very little rain. The Nile is the main river that flows through 
Egypt. 

Pharaohs
Knowledge Organiser

Quick Facts
• Egypt’s capital city is Cairo.
• Ancient Egyptian civilisation was split 

in to four time periods: 
1. Upper/Lower Egypt (2950 – 2575 BC)
2. Old Kingdom (2575 – 2150 BC)
3. Middle Kingdom (2150 – 1640 BC)
4. New Kingdom (1640 – 1075 BC)
• Ancient Egyptians were ruled by 

different family dynasties. 
• King Tutankhamun was the youngest 

pharaoh at the end of 9. 
• Ancient Egyptian hierarchy: Pharaoh, 

Vizier, Scribe, Priest, Craft Worker 
and Workers/Servants.



Key People:

King Tutankhamun. 
The youngest pharaoh in Ancient Egyptian 
history. He ruled Egypt for 10 years and 
died when he was around 19 years old. 
His burial chamber was one of Egypt’s 
most famous and significant discoveries. 

Howard Carter.
The archaeologist who discovered 
Tutankhamun’s tomb on 4th November 
1922. He originally went to Egypt as an 
artist hired to sketch tombs. 

Alexander the Great. 
King of the Ancient Greek kingdom of 
Macedon and the conqueror of Egypt. 
Alexander ended the Ancient Egyptian era.

Ancient Egyptian Timeline

6000 BC: People settle near the 
River Nile. 

5000 BC: Farm, cattle, wheat 
and barley are harvested and 
settlements appear. 

4500 BC: Egyptians begin to use 
sail boats for the first time. 

3500 BC: First use of 
hieroglyphics.

3000 BC: First buildings made of 
mud brick appear. 

2500 BC: The Great Sphinx and 
the Great Pyramid are 
constructed. 

2400 BC: First obelisks are 
built.

1325 BC: King Tutankhamun 
begins his reign. 

525 BC – 404 BC: Persians 
invade Egypt. 

332 BC: Alexander the Great 
conquers Egypt and ends the 
Ancient Egyptian Era. 

Life in Ancient 
Egypt.

The Nile played an 
important part in 
the life of the 
Ancient Egyptians. 
It provided water, 
food, 
transportation and 
excellent soil for 
growing crops. The 
people of Ancient 
Egypt built cities, 
temples, palaces 
and pyramids on 
both sides of the 
river and created 
a great civilisation. 
The Ancient 
Egyptians were 
ruled by a 
Pharaoh. Pharaohs 
were rich and 
powerful kings or 
queens and were 
believed to be 
messengers of the 
gods. The rest of 
the people were 
organised into a 
very strict 
hierarchical 
system. 

Ancient Egyptian Religion
• The ancient people of Egypt followed many different Gods 

like: Seth, Isis, Anubis, Nu, Re and Osiris.
• Some people supported Gods to follow their profession, like 

Thoth the god of scribes.
• Local villages often chose to be represented by one God.
• In local villages an important part of their beliefs and 

practices was to follow one God only.
• The people in villages would worship at shrines that were 

erected in the village.
• Gods were often represented by animals such as lions, cats, 

rams and crocodiles.
• The ancient Egyptian religion contained roughly 2000 gods.
• Osiris the god of the underworld was one of the most 

worshiped.
• Some other highly worshiped God’s include: Isis the 

goddess of motherhood and abundance; Horus, god of the 
sky.

• The Pharaoh was believe to be part man and part god and 
had good relationships with the gods.

• The Pharaoh was believed to be the go-between Egyptian 
humans and the gods.

• When the Pharaoh died, Egyptians believed he would 
become a god.

• Egyptian society also believed if the nation was in turmoil, it 
was the Pharaoh’s fault for upsetting the gods.

• Other beliefs and practices that the ancient Egyptians 
believed in was the afterlife.

• They had many different rituals, which included 
mummification.

• They wanted to preserve the body for as long as possible 
after death to allow the spirit to have a place to reside.

• The body was wrapped in cloth and would also contain jewels 
and amulets.

• A mask was also placed on their face bearing their likeness
• In the tomb of the deceased they would also place drink, 

food and riches.


