
Autumn term 2019—Newsletter Two. 

I can’t believe it is nearly half term! Thank you for you attendance at our recent       

parents’ meetings, it was lovely to see so many of you. Our governors were happy to 

read your responses to our parent questionnaires—we are just analysing the results to 

share with you in our next newsletter.  

If you have any queries or suggestions please do not hesitate to contact school or    

myself at headteacher@blakeleyheath.staffs.sch.uk or on 01902 893400.  

Kind regards, Laura Richards (Headteacher) 

 

Black History Month 

As part of our curriculum we are celebrating 

the diverse country we live in by taking part in 

the national campaign of Black History Month. 

During week commencing 21st October the 

children will be learning about different        

cultures, their values, historical significant 

events and key  influential people.  

We have had a whole school assembly to     

introduce the celebration to the children. Each 

year group will have a different focus to base 

their writing, art work and activities around.  

EYFS—stories from other cultures 

Year 1— Artists 

Year 2—Local links 

Year 3—Musicians 

Year 4—Sport personalities 

Year 5 and 6—people who changed the World 

Keep an eye out on our facebook page for 

some of the activities the children will         

complete. 

NSPCC  

On Wednesday 16th October the NSPCC 

joined us to develop the children’s 

knowledge and understanding about 

keeping themselves safe.  

This is a nationwide programme for 

every primary-school-aged child in 

the UK. With the help of their 

friendly mascot Buddy, they         

presented an assembly and       

workshops  

If you would like more information about 

the NSPCC Speak out. Stay safe.         

programme, you can find it on the NSPCC 

website nspcc.org.uk/school.  

PTA and DISCO 

We are looking for volunteers to help at our 

school disco on Thursday 24th October . This 

can be selling refreshments, applying tattoos or         

enjoying a boogie with the children. If you are 

interested please can you let Miss Richards or 

the office know.  Thank you. 



Reading Volunteers 

We are always very grateful for the support we    

receive as a school from parents and this has     

definitely been shown with the interest in            

becoming a reading volunteer. There is enough   

interest for each class to have at least one            

volunteer—which is amazing! If you’d like to        

become a volunteer in the future please let Miss 

Richards or the office know.  

Reading Workshops 

We are aware that some of the ways we now teach 

in school has changed or may be different to other 

schools. In order to ensure you can be fully          

involved in your child’s education we are running a 

couple of reading workshops to share with you our 

reading curriculum in school.  

Phonics and Early Reading Workshop 

Tuesday 12th November at 2.30pm 

Ideally for children in Early years or year 1 and for 

some children finding reading difficult in year 2. 

This is a short session discussing the teaching of 

phonics and developing early reading skills such as 

blending and segmenting. After an initial discussion 

your child will join you to try some of the activities 

together.  

Developing Reading and Accelerated Reader 

Tuesday 12th November at 5.00pm 

Ideally for children in year 2 to year 6. This session 

will focus on the skills we teach through VIPERS, 

standardised testing and reading fluency. We will 

also explain and demonstrate accelerated reader.  

After school clubs 

As a school we like to offer our children as many 

different opportunities as possible, which is why 

staff run so many free after school clubs for         

children to attend. This is as well as lunchtime    

sessions that are often held. We understand that 

the need to limit numbers can lead to                     

disappointment which is why we update the       

majority of clubs every half term in order to offer 

everybody a new chance to attend. 

Please look out next week for next half terms 

letter. We are always available if you have any 

concerns about the extended provision we offer. 

School Photos 

The school photographer will be visiting on    

Tuesday 22nd October.  If you’d like a family    

photo with children who don’t currently attend 

Blakeley please be in the hall by 8.15am. All other 

family photographs will be taken during the 

school day.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate 

to contact Mrs Harkness or the school office.  

Harvest  

This year our harvest collection will be donated to 

Black Country Foodbank who use the food to   

support local families in need. Please can any    

donations be brought in to school on Friday 18th 

October or Monday 21st October. Unfortunately 

fresh produce can not be donated. Thank you for 

your support.  

TEAM BH 

Our school values are TEAM BH—with each letter standing for a value we feel is important for our       

children are Blakeley Heath to develop. This half terms focus has been on Teamwork. The children have 

discussed in lessons the characteristics which make you a good team member and 

have thought about the different ‘teams’ they are part of. We are all very proud 

to be part of Team Blakeley Heath.  

Next half term we will be talking about how ‘Everyone is valued’ and encouraging 

the children to reflect on how they are valued and what this means. We will be 

reading stories and discussing how we can ensure we value others. 



Christmas fair 

Our Christmas Fair is on Friday 22nd November (the 

week before the village light switch on) at 3.30pm. If 

you are having a pre-Christmas sort out or own a  

business and have anything which you could  donate 

as raffle prizes or for stalls e.g. teddies / books / toys 

we would be very grateful.  

We also have a couple of tables available to rent for a 

small fee if you or somebody you know would like to 

have a stall.  

If you are interested in a stall or can volunteer to   

support our PTA with this festive fundraiser please let 

Miss Richards or the office know.  

Recycling 

We often teach the children about the           

importance of reusing and recycling items. 

They really enjoyed reusing plastic bottle tops 

to make our wonderful ocean display in the 

main entrance.  

Every classroom has a paper recycling box and 

as a school we are a collection point for         

recycling of batteries and crisp packets.  

Please send in your old batteries and crisp 

packets to the office for us to recycle on your 

behalf.  

Blakeley Bear’s adventure 

Blakeley Bear has gone on an adventure and is sending us post cards from the 

places that he visits. We are sharing these postcards in assembly as well as key 

facts about the places he is visiting. So far we have learnt that Llandudno has a 

larger population than Wombourne and Barmouth is in a different country but 

the same continent as where we live. Feel free to join in our postcard hunt if 

you see Blakeley Bear on your travels or perhaps you have a relative living 

abroad who can keep an eye out (and send us a postcard!).  The postcards and 

fact files are being added to our display in the hall for all the children to see. 

Governor Corner — Paul Owen Chair of Governors 

Hopefully you will have seen a number of our Governing board at the recent Parents’ Evening. As your 

Chair of Governors I feel it is vital that we listen to your opinions and views when we engage with the 

School’s Senior Leadership Team.  We will be in the school as often as possible so please share your 

thoughts for the school with us. The 11 members of the governing board meet each term to challenge the 

school and its senior leadership team to ensure that they are fully committed to the development of the 

most important part of our school— the pupils.  We have a wide range of experience from public, private 

and the educational sectors on the board to bring a cross section of views and opinions to the school. 

In future newsletters this section will place a spotlight on your governors to tell you more about them-

selves and their role on the governing board. So about me, I am a parent to two children both at Blakeley 

(yr5 and 2) and have lived in the village for the past 7 years. I have worked within Human Resources for 

over 26 years, 22 of which were in the Royal Air Force. I am currently employed in the private sector as an 

Employee Engagement and Wellbeing manager. My day job focusses on ensuring that our managers are 

educated and empowered to support our colleagues in the workplace and their views and opinions are 

considered and support the growth of the business.  As the chair of the governing board my focus is the 

development of all the governors and supporting the school to implement our school development plan. If 

you have any questions please get in touch via e-mail: governor@blakeleyheath.staffs.sch.uk  

mailto:governor@blakeleyheath.staffs.sch.uk
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 17/10/19—Cross country at Westfield 

 18/10/19—Year 3 to Wombourne Library 

 18/10/19 + 21/10/19—Harvest donations due  

 Week beginning 21/10/19—Black History Month 

 22/10/19—School Photos 

 22/10/19—Year 6 to visit Wombourne Methodist church 

 24/10/19—Halloween disco 

 25/10/19—Inset—school closed for children 

 Half term week beginning 28th October 

 6/11/19—Year 6 family learning  - parents/carers/relatives invited  

 8/11/19—Year 2 to Wombourne Library 

 11/11/19—Flu immunisations 

 15/11/19—Year 1 to Wombourne Library 

 22/11/19—Christmas Fair 

 28/11/19—Year 4 family learning—parents/carers/relatives invited 

 29/11/19—Wombourne light switch on—Blakeley choir singing 

 Week beginning 2/12/19—Key stage One Christmas production 

 Week beginning 9/12/19—EYFS Christmas production 

 12/12/19—Key stage 2 carol concert at St Benedict’s church at 2pm 

 13/12/19—Year 3 to Christmas tree festival at United Reformed Church 

 16/12/12—PTA Christmas film night 

 20/12/12—School breaks up for Christmas 

 6/1/20—Children return to school 

 

Inset days for 2018/2019: 

Friday 25th October  
Friday 14th February  
Monday 20th July 


