
 

 

Curriculum Newsletter 

Halfway Through Year Five! 

 

We have now reached the halfway mark and we still have lots of fun and exciting activities to 
do in year five.  
The topic this term is called ‘Off With Her Head.’ The children will learn about Henry VIII and 
his six wives. 
After Easter, we will be having an assembly based on this work. Please join us on Tues 7th May 
at 9am. 

 
English 

 
My Friend Walter is the text the children will be reading for 
this half term which see a young girl meet her distant cousin, 
Sir Walter Raleigh. The children will use a range of different 
genres to write about the Tudor times including a news 
report about the Battle of Bosworth, a biography of William 
Shakespeare, persuasive letters to Henry VIII and some work 
on Macbeth.  
Children will continue to have a weekly spelling test on a 
Friday, as well as daily practice of the new spelling patterns. 

Maths 
 

We will continue to learn about fractions and how to add 
and subtract fractions with different denominators. The 
children will then learn how to multiply and divide fractions 
by whole numbers or other fractions. 
Percentages and decimals will be taught next, looking at the 
relationship between them and fractions. The children will 
be taught how to calculate percentages of amounts. 
The focus in our fluency sessions will be on rounding to the 
nearest whole number, 10, 100, 1000 and 10,000. 

 

Art and Design 
This topic has a strong focus on art and design with the children looking at 
Tudor portraits and replicating their own using a range of media. They will 
do some observational drawing of Tudor costumes and jewellery, focussing 
closely on the light and shade using a technique called cross hatching. The 
children will also be looking at popular Tudor sculptures. They will design 
and make their own clay bust. Finally, the children will use a range of 
media to produce a large collage of Henry VIII.  

PSHE 
 

Our topic in PSHE for this half term 
is based on relationships. The 
children will learn to recognise and 
respond appropriately to a wider 
range of feelings in others. 
 
 

Computing 
 

This term’s focus will be on 
learning and developing coding 
skills using a range of software and 
applications. The children will learn 
to programme and debug a 
simulation. 

Religious Education 
 

The children will be learning how 
different religions help those suffering 
from hardship and grief. They will learn 
and discuss how, at times, life can be 
unfair. A focus on the hardships Jesus 
endured during his life will be discussed 
especially in the weeks leading to Holy 
Week and Easter.  

Physical Education 

 

Gym lessons are on Mondays and 
games lessons are on Fridays. The 
children will be working on specific 
skills needed during a hockey game 
such as push pass and dribbling. In 
gym, the focus will be music with 
movement. A Tudor dance will be 
learnt and performed.  
Please ensure your child has named suitable 
clothing for both indoor and outdoor PE. 

 

Geography 
 
Using maps of the United Kingdom, 
the children will identify where people 
lived in Tudor Times and compare it to 
the population of today. They will 
identify the main countries and 
counties of Britain and locate the 
cities using a range of atlases.   

 

French 
 

The French lessons this half term will 
consolidate the vocabulary and language 
from previous work and then move onto 

understanding vocabulary relating to 
celebrations, party games, colours and 
body parts. Activities will include songs 

and games as well as written work. 

History 
 

Life in Tudor Times will be the focus 
this half term and the children will 

learn about the monarchy. They will 
identify how key events changed the 

course of history and what life was like 
for rich and poor people during this 

time.   
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