
 

 

Curriculum Newsletter 

Welcome to our first half term in in Year 4. 

 
Our topic this half term is ‘Blue Abyss’. During this topic we will be delving into the deepest oceans and 
going on a journey of discovery. We will be exploring the creatures that live in our oceans and how 
people have used the sea to live. We will be asking what the future holds for the planet and the oceans. 
 
The children will have the opportunity to learn about the life of Cornelius Drebbel, inventor of the first 
submarine, and to design and make a submarine of their own. 

Literacy 
 

For this half term, we will be focusing on a range of fictions and 
non-fiction texts which explore the themes in our topic.  
 
We will look at a range of writing genres and learn how to 
compose our own. Our class text is ‘Wreck of the Zanzibar’ by 
Michael Morpurgo, and this will be the basis of a lot of our writing. 
 
Throughout all of our writing we will be learning about the 
importance of grammar, punctuation and spelling. Spellings will be 
tested on a Wednesday, with new spellings introduced and set on 
the same day.  

Maths 
 
Maths will be very practical and hands on this half term and the children 
will be continue to use the ‘Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract’ method we use 
across school.  
 
We will begin by ensuring all children have a deep understanding of the 
place value system and the four number operations. We will learn Roman 
numerals up to 100 and use different methods to round numbers up to 
1,000. 
 
The children will be provided with lots of opportunities to use and apply 
their knowledge in a range of contexts. In addition to the daily maths 
lesson children will have maths fluency lessons, focusing on reasoning and 
finding all possibilities. 

Science 
 

Our science topic looks at habitats and animals. 
The children will devise their own classification 
keys based on animals they research.  
 
We will be looking closely at eco-systems and 
how their fragility depends on a wide variety of 
factors. 
 
Our investigation this half term will involve the 
habits of Sea Monkeys. 

Physical Education 
 

4BN will be swimming on Tuesday afternoons 
and our new sports coach, Mr Gittins, will be 
taking the class for outdoor PE on Wednesday 
afternoons. 
4A will have indoor PE on Wednesday 
afternoons with our new sports coach, Mr 
Gittins, and outdoor PE on Wednesday 
afternoons. (They will be going swimming after 
Christmas). 
 
Please ensure that the children have the correct 
kit in school. 

PSHE 
 
Our focus in PHSE for this term is relationships 
and healthy lifestyles.  
Children will also reflect on social, moral and 
cultural issues with a focus on British Values. 

Computing 
 

We will begin with a focus on e-safety.  
 
During computing, the children will be 
researching a lesson known marine animal. They 
will present their finding digitally to the class. 

Religious Education 
 

Our RE topic is thinking about the environment, 
looking in particular at harvest. 
 
The children will explore religious stories and 
teachings about the environment and identify 
and reflect their impact on behaviour 
 

Art & Design 
 
Our artist focus this half term is the work of 
Vincent Scarpace.  
 
The children will use their sketchbooks to 
replicate some of his work, then create their 
own artwork in his style. 
 

 

Geography 
 
Our Geography will focus on our own planet, 
exploring the physical features of the Earth. We 
will use this knowledge to compare and contrast 
oceans and seas. 
 
This children will have the opportunity to 
improve their map reading skills by identifying 
elements such as longitude, latitude, 
hemispheres and the tropics. 

Music 
Our music will be focusing on the magic of 
space, space travel and looking at how we 
create atmosphere using a range of 
instruments.   

History 
 
Linked to our artwork this half term, the 
children will be learning about the life of 
Vincent Scarpace.  
 
They will learn about what impact he had had 
on modern artists and have the opportunity to 
discuss why they think he was such a successful 
artist. 

French 
 
In our French language lessons, we will be 
revisiting key vocabulary including: greetings, 
names, numbers and family.   

Year 
4 



 


