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Reach for the Stars in Year 5. 
 

Our topic this half term is ‘Stargazer’. During this topic we will be learning about our 
Solar System and looking at the relationship between the stars, Earth, moon and Sun. 

We start our topic with a trip to the National Space Centre on 13th November. 
 

We will also be focusing on many famous astronauts and designing and making our 
own rockets to launch into outer space! 

 
Literacy 

 
For this half term, we will be focusing on a range of non-fiction texts 
which explore space and the planets.  
 
We will look at a range of writing genres and learn how to compose our 
own. In our fictional writing we will be composing newspaper reports, 
poems and even creating our own science fiction narrative. 
 
Throughout all of our writing we will be learning about the importance of 
grammar, punctuation and spelling. Spellings will be tested on a Friday. 
The new spelling pattern will be taught and new spellings then sent home.   
 
Our book focus will be ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell Boyce. 

Maths 
 

The half term will start with work on statistics- reading and 
interpreting line graphs, reading tables, understanding time tables 
and solving problems related to statistics.  
The children will then consolidate and extend their knowledge of 
multiplication and division using both written and mental 
strategies.  
We will continue to practise our multiplication facts through our 
online programme- ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’.  
The children will required to complete one piece of My Maths 
homework per week. They will be given the opportunity to 
complete this in class if they don’t have access to the internet. 

Science 
 

Our science will take us out of this world, 
exploring the solar system and the planets. 
We will be looking at the features of these 
planets and discover how gravity helps us 
in everyday life. 
The children will also learn about day and 
night and how the tilt of the Earth gives us 
the seasons.  

Physical Education 
 

The children will be focusing on skills in 
high fives- sending and receiving the ball as 
well as attacking and defensive moves.  
For indoor PE lessons there will be a focus 
on dance.  
Please ensure your child has named 
suitable clothing for both indoor and 
outdoor PE. 

PSHE 
 
Our focus in PHSE for this term is Health & 
Wellbeing.  
Children will also reflect on social, moral 
and cultural issues with a focus on British 
Values. 
The year five puberty talk will take place on 
Thurs 8th November.  

Computing 
 

We will be using the coding programme 
Scratch to create moving images  
 
We will then be investigating stop-frame 
animations in which the children will be 
completing a short story based around an 
alien. 

Religious Education 
 

The RE topic for this half term is entitled 
‘peace.’  The work will focus on the 
meaning of peace to each person, acts of 
peace on an individual scale as well as a 
global one. The children will also learn 
about peace symbols.  
 

Art & Design 
 
During this topic, we will be exploring 
mixed media in our discovery of the solar 
system.  
We will be designing and creating a rocket 
in order to launch into space. Please can 
you send in an empty 2 litre pop bottle. 

Geography 
 
Our geography will focus on our own 
planet, exploring the physical features of 
the Earth. We will use this knowledge to 
compare and contrast Earth with other 
planets and identify trends and similarities. 

Music 
Our music will be focusing on the magic of 
space, space travel and looking at how we 
create atmosphere using a range of 
instruments.   

History 
 
Through our stargazers topic we will be 
finding out about the history of space 
travel, including the space race. 
 
Children will be placing key events in 
chronological order and learning about the 
individuals involved in these events. 

French 
In our French language lessons, we will be 
learning how to ask questions. We will also be 
learning new vocabulary about the family.  
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