
 

 

 

 

 

 

Excellent attendance is expected of all children but, when children are unwell, parents are expected 

to confirm absence by telephone immediately.  If there is no notification, school has a policy of 

texting a message to parents  to ascertain each child's whereabouts. 

It is important that we have a message from the parent, in some form, explaining the absence. 

We ask you to keep your child at home if he or she is obviously unwell.  If children become ill at 

school we  will contact you.  It is important that you keep the school up to date with a contact 

number in the event of illness or accident. 

We cannot give tablets or medicines of any kind.   

 

Parents are not allowed, by law, to take their child out of school for  annual holiday, and must notify 

school of their intention to do so by means of a letter so the absence can be logged as unauthorised.  

However absence during term time is discouraged. 

Parents whose children are experiencing difficulties should contact the school at an early stage and 

work together with the staff in resolving any problems.  This is nearly always successful.  If 

difficulties cannot be sorted out in this way, the school or the parent may refer the child to the 

Education Welfare Officer from the County Council.  He/she will also try to resolve the situation with 

voluntary support, if other ways of trying to improve the child's attendance have failed. These 

officers can issue Penalty Notices or use court proceedings to prosecute parents or to seek an 

Education Supervision Order on the child.  The maximum penalty on conviction is a fine of £2,500 

and/or 3 months imprisonment.  

Alternatively, parents or children may wish to contact the E W O themselves to ask for help or 

information.  They are independent of the school and will give impartial advice.  Their telephone 

number is available from the school office or by contacting the Local Education Authority. 


